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It feels a little like London buses this morning. Sometimes with the set readings it’s a bit hard to spot a 

common theme, or hard to work out what to say. But sometimes there may be a ‘purple passage’, a really 

fabulous part of scripture to explore. Today, like London buses coming in threes, we have three ‘purple 

passages’ – the delightful hymn to wisdom from Proverbs; what probably was originally a hymn that Paul 

imported into Colossians; and of course the prologue to John’s gospel, one of the most famous passages of 

scripture. They all relate, more or less obviously, to Christ as wisdom, lynchpin and Word, and they fit 

together beautifully to paint a picture – a big picture – in three parts. And our job this morning is to 

understand the picture and where we fit into it – what it means for us.  

The first part of this big picture is about creation, much as we’ve already sung about in our first two hymns. 

John’s gospel and Colossians tell us straight that Christ is both the origin and the goal of creation: “without 

him was not any thing made that was made” as the KJV put it in John’s gospel; “all things have been 

created through him and for him” as it says in Colossians. But Proverbs then adds some colour to the 

picture that’s being painted. Depths and springs and mountains and hills and heavens and seas. We get a 

sense of energy – I was there, and there, and there – almost like a dance, and a sense of delight in the 

beauty of it all, the sheer ‘Pzazz’ of creation,1 the abundance of it all. Did you know, for example that there 

are 2,000 types of lichen in Britain, 700 of which are found in Churchyards? And there’s also the sheer fun 

of it all which reveals itself, for example, in whales (“that Leviathan”) playing in the deep, just rejoicing in 

the beauty and goodness of it all without a care in the world. 

That’s the first part of the big picture, and we need to hold on to that, and not forget it because of what 

comes next. Because the second part of the big picture, is one of things not continuing to be as perfect as 

they were at the beginning. Christ comes into the world He created (and we’ll come back to that in a 

moment) and yet “the world did not know him.” Indeed worse than that because “his own people”, who 

might have been expected not only to recognise him but to welcome him, “did not accept him”. All of a 

sudden there’s tension and disharmony, things not as they were at the beginning, things not as they were 

meant to be. And even worse, because John then uses one of his favourite opposites to indicate that Christ 

the light, the true light, the light which enlightens everyone, is actually opposed by darkness. Things have 

got not just a little out of kilter, for there is now real opposition to the creator, a darkness that threatens to 

overcome the light. 

Colossians says something important, though perhaps at first sight peculiar, about this. In speaking about 

all things that have been created, whether visible or invisible, it adds “whether thrones or dominations or 

rulers or powers”. What is this referring to? Well, there was an understanding that not only did people as 

individuals oppose God, but that the structures of society, the systems and institutions originally 

established for good purposes, to bring order in society and to enable the flourishing of all people, and 

therefore created within the will and purpose of God, had also become corrupted so that they no longer 

served God’s purposes. This is way more than simply individuals not recognising or accepting God – it 

indicates that the tension and disharmony in the world extends to impersonal systems and structures and 

institutions. I want to come back to consider this, and what the implications of this are, towards the end, 

but this fundamental state of disharmony in the world, individually and systemically, leads of course, to the 

third part of the big picture, a picture which so far has both the light of creation and the darkness of the 

world in it. 
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What does God do to and for a world that has gone wrong? Well, He doesn’t leave it to stew. He enters it, 

and not just as God but also on our human level: “The Word became flesh and lived among us … full of 

grace and truth”. Christ as fully God and fully human comes to His world, and in His incarnation, and 

through His life and teaching and healing, and in His death and resurrection – through the whole ‘Christ 

event’ as it’s sometimes called, at the centre of human and the world’s history – God resolves the tension, 

heals the disharmony, shines in and will eventually overcome the darkness. “For in him [in Christ] all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him [through Christ] God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things [thereby] making peace.” Note that this isn’t just reconciling individuals to God, though it 

is of course that, but this is the reconciliation of all things – and so includes the “thrones and dominions 

and rulers and powers”, the structures of society, the systems and institutions when they no longer serve 

God’s purpose and need to be reformed. 

So that’s the big picture. And it’s captured, movingly I think, in Salvador Dali’s painting ‘Christ of St John of 

the Cross’. Christ is on the cross, in the centre of and dominating the picture. And He hangs over a beautiful 

fishing scene by a lake shore, reminiscent of the perfection of creation, and with clouds above which start 

bright but then become increasingly dark and menacing before turning into a dark blackness that provides 

a backdrop to the cross. And yet what is also striking in the picture is the light that illuminates Christ, and 

lights the world below. The darkness has not, cannot, will not overcome it. 

That’s the picture that’s being painted for us this morning. But where do we fit into this picture? What does 

it mean for us?  Well first we need to go back to the first part of the picture, of creation in all its glory as it 

was meant to be. And we know that we can and should rejoice in all of that. When did you last spend some 

time looking at a flower, exploring the amazing intricacy of it, wondering at how it knew it was a daffodil, 

studying its perfection; when was the last time you really listened to a piece of (good) music, not just in the 

background but giving it your full attention, and wondering at the amazing creativity of its composer 

reflecting the amazing creativity of his or her composer; when was the last time you ‘played in the deep’, 

quite probably with friends, simply rejoicing in the beauty and goodness of it all without a care in the 

world? You don’t need to tell me how difficult even those simple things are! Why? Because I, like you, do 

have a care in the world, in fact lots of them. And that’s right too, but it’s part of our calling as Christians 

both for ourselves and for others, to glory in the glory of creation. 

But, or rather And … we also fit into this picture by recognising our own part in the tension and disharmony 

and darkness, and being ourselves reconciled to God in Christ, by receiving Him and believing in His name 

as John’s gospel tells us, and by then joining with God in Christ in reconciling all things to Him. What might 

that mean? 

Well again, it’s partly about interpersonal relationships. Which relationships in our lives are tinged, or 

perhaps even characterised by tension and disharmony? What would it take to seek reconciliation? Do we 

even want reconciliation, or is it rather more comfortable to carry on bearing grudges, seeing ourselves as 

the victim, and waiting for the other to make the first move, and almost hoping they don’t? But God was, in 

Christ, reconciling all things to Himself thereby making peace. How can we, in Christ, be part of that 

reconciling with others? 

And then there’s the ‘thrones and dominions and rulers and powers’, the structures of society, its systems 

and institutions. What are these and how do we help in reconciling them to God in Christ? One writer2 in 

this area gives examples of “unjust economic relations, oppressive political relations, biased race relations, 

patriarchal gender relations, hierarchical power relations, and the use of violence [in many different forms, 

not just physical] to maintain them all”. Examples in our society include modern day slavery – 13,000 are 
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estimated to be subject to that in the UK, 46 million people throughout the world.3 How might we oppose 

that? Perhaps at least by being concerned to know where our produce comes from. Or the couple who 

have to fight numerous agencies, all apparently set up to help, but uncoordinated and lacking funds and 

sometimes deliberately obstructive, to get care for their autistic child. Or the single mother who cannot 

earn enough by working, or survive on benefits, if she is to care for her three children.4  

The list goes on, of course. We can’t solve it all, of course. We can do something to make a difference, of 

course. And we can pray that the God who, in Christ, has reconciled, is reconciling, longs to reconcile, will 

reconcile all things to Himself, will be with us and in those situations which are laid on our hearts to do 

something about. 

Amen  
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