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My sheep know my voice 
 

Rick Simpson 
 
 

INTRODUCTION:  
 

I was listening to the radio while driving to my office in North 
Shields. It was one of those Radio 5 programmes where a lot of 
people phone in to share their views. Theme: the General 
Election. 
 
And a woman calling in said,  
 
“Well, obviously, at the end of the day, everyone is going to 
vote for the party that they think will be in their best interests, 
which will put more money in their pocket.” 
 
Well, obviously.  
 
That does seem obvious to most people.  
 
And amidst all the voices clamouring for our attention over the 
next month, it may be easiest to pick out the ones that seem to 
do just that – offer me, offer you, depending on my 
circumstances, depending on yours, what will be best for us.  
 
If you’re on a fixed income, getting no interest on your savings 
right now, who promises you most?  
 
If you’re very well off, and paying a lot of tax, who’ll offer you 
paying less?  
 
If you rely on benefits, maybe not able to work full time due to 
health issues, who do you trust to maintain that support, and 
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who do you fear might take it away? If you rely on the NHS, 
who will fund that properly, or not? 
 
Is it possible to pick out from all the political babble the voices 
offering you or me what we most want or need?  
 
Yes, probably. Though remember, they may be lying, at least a 
bit.  
 
 
1. MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE 
 

But picking out one voice among others is something Jesus said 
his followers can do.  
 
Jesus had this picture of himself as the Good Shepherd, and his 
followers the sheep, the flock. In the OT a good king was 
described as a shepherd of the people. Jesus said he was The 
Good King, The Good Shepherd. He used that picture in today’s 
gospel reading. And he said his followers, the sheep, hear the 
true shepherd’s voice, know his voice. Sheep need to know 
their shepherd’s voice, because there are other voices out 
there – the voices of strangers, some of whom are sheep 
rustlers, bandits, who’d like to woo the sheep away, and pretty 
soon make them Sunday dinner, no doubt.  
 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy,” Jesus tells 
us. “But I have come that you may have life, full life, abundant 
life.” 
 
To get the picture Jesus wants us to see here, I think we need 
to imagine something like this. Don’t think of a field, with a 
calm flock of sheep in it, the shepherd nearby, keeping an eye. 
Well, of course, the sheep could know the shepherd’s voice 
then – he’s the only one there! But no, think of a busier scene 
altogether, common then and now in the Middle East: think of 
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hillsides upon which a number of flocks are present, milling 
about, sometime mixing, with numerous shepherds, all 
competing for the same grazing grounds. It’s dusty, chaotic, 
and noisy: ewes calling urgently for straying lambs; shepherds 
are shouting. How will all these similar looking and sounding 
sheep find their way to their own flock and sheepfold? Because 
though the shepherds might sound very similar to the 
untrained ear, the sheep know their shepherd’s voice.  
 
Jesus said of his followers: “My sheep know my voice. They 
won’t follow strangers. They hear and know my voice and they 
follow me, which is good because some of the other voices 
belong to bandits, thieves, who mean my flock harm. I mean to 
give them life in all its fullness.” 
 
Out of all the chaos, the cacophony, the competing voices, 
Jesus says his people can hear his voice, and follow him. 
 
 
2. HEARING JESUS’ VOICE: ACTS 2 
 

Now the earliest Christians tried hard to do just that: hear 
Jesus’ voice and follow him. They had seen Christ die and rise, 
or had seen the impact this had on his first disciples, and come 
to faith. “Many were baptised and added to the community”, 
our reading began.  
 
They then devoted themselves to hearing and receiving 
teaching about Jesus as the Saviour; the committed themselves 
to the Christian community, the church, to eating together and 
remembering Jesus as they did so, and to prayer. These are the 
ways, when the shepherd is no longer physically present, to 
learn to hear his voice. 
 
And, as they listened to his voice, they began to live differently. 
They took responsibility for one another – held their goods in 
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common. Communism, as a centralised system imposing a rigid 
equality on all, removing possessions to distribute them, has 
never worked well, and always seems to lead to tyranny and 
hypocrisy. But these Christians chose a radical communal life, 
entered into voluntarily, because they heard their shepherd’s 
voice calling them to love one another, look after each other, 
put others before self. And the impact of this was clear: others 
saw this open, undefended, generous community, and how 
good it was, and wanted to join too: “day by day the Lord 
added to their number those who were being saved.” 
 
It was a time of very rapid growth, because people could see 
very clearly the difference hearing the Shepherd’s voice and 
following him made. In our time the church is in general 
struggling; maybe people don’t want to join it because they 
often find it harder to see very clearly any appealing difference 
that Jesus makes to the lives of those who are the church now. 
And unless being a follower of the Good Shepherd really makes 
a difference, really seems to offer a more abundant life, why 
would someone who is not a follower yet be interested?   
 
 
3. HEARING JESUS’ VOICE: US 
 

And that is a challenge for those of us who do want to follow 
Christ, be Christians. 
 
Can we hear Jesus’ voice from among all the others? 
 
Can we hear what he says about how we live day by day? 
 
Can we hear what he says about what we should hope for? 
 
Can we hear what he says about what it’s worth investing our 
time and energy in?  
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Can we hear what he says about how sheep of the Good 
Shepherd should use our money? 
 
And, yes, back to the election – can we hear what he says about 
what we should want for our country and why, and who we will 
vote for? 
 
Was that caller to the radio show was right, and it’s obvious we 
will all just vote for whoever we judge will be best for our bank 
balance, whose policies will most advantage me, you, 
individually, with our wants and needs? 
 
If we are going to think Christianly about this, we will ask about 
the common good as well as our individual interests here, and 
we will listen, straining to hear through all the cacophony of 
voices, what the shepherd might be saying to us about what is 
good and right, what he wants our country to be. As French 
voters who want to follow Jesus will be doing today. 
 
Now, Jesus is not a candidate in our elections himself! But the 
different parties and individuals make claims, offers, promises, 
warnings that paint different visions of who we are can be; and 
we need to weight these up against a Christian vision of what’s 
good and right.  
 
Here’s a question: on June the 9th if I ask you why as a 
Christian, someone who tries to hear Jesus’ voice and follow 
him, you voted the way you just did on June the 8th, will you be 
able to tell me? Will you be able to tell me what it was in the 
things you hear Jesus saying to you that swayed you to vote 
this or that way?  
 
And can we also explain to ourselves how other choices we 
make, and ways that we lead our lives flow from hearing Jesus’ 
voice?  
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4. CONCLUSION: HEARING HIS VOICE 
 

I’m not saying it’s always easy to pick out the Good Shepherd’s 
voice from among the babble. The voices all around us are not 
only those of politicians, but also of advertisers, suggesting all 
sorts of joys will be ours if we use this toothpaste, drive this 
car, or take the advice of Meerkat about how to insure that car. 
And there are the voices of those who write our newspapers 
and magazines, and the novels we read, with their visions of 
what life is about. And, there are even still the voices of 
preachers out there. Be very careful with them.  
 
Through it all, can we discern our Master’s voice, hear him and 
know how to follow, whether it’s about politics, or life 
decisions, or how to treat our neighbours? 
 
It isn’t always easy. If we find it hard, maybe we need to do 
more of what they did in Acts 2 to train our ears: be committed 
to understanding our faith, to the teaching about Jesus; and to 
taking some time in prayer, letting the voices separate out, 
until we can hear the Shepherd’s better; and to belonging to his 
church, breaking bread together in communion, and making 
this more and more a real community. We have started that 
journey, and there’s more and better to come.  
 
And then maybe others will see here a community of people 
who care for one another and those around, who are actually  
different because of the Shepherd we follow, and then maybe 
we’ll see the Lord adding more to the number of those of us 
who are gradually being saved here. 
 
 


